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4. Physics 135 and 235 as Alternatives for Physics 140 and 

240 Revisited – Tim McKay 
5. Independent Studies Review – Jeanne Murabito 
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University of Michigan 
College of Engineering 

Curriculum Committee Meeting 
Tuesday October 24, 2006  

1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Lurie Engineering Center GM Room 

Minutes 
                            

Richard Robertson called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Members Present: R.Robertson, L.Bernal, J.Boyd, A.Hunt, D.Karr, K.Kearfott, C.Lastoskie, 
Y.Liu, P.Mazumder, K.Patel, R Rogers, M.Solomon, T.Teorey, A.Yagle 

Members Absent:  G.Herrin, G.Hulbert, S.Pang H.Peng, R.Sulewski 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved  
 
Curriculum Committee Guidelines and Procedures Revisited
 
Dick Robertson talked about the Curriculum Committee Guidelines and Procedures, which is a 
policy statement that appears on the Curriculum Committee website.  This was written four years 
ago when it was decided there should be a consistent policy.  He agrees with this and wants this 
Committee to look it over and come up with any necessary revisions.  This policy was discussed 
at the last meeting and was included in this meetings packet for further discussion. 
Some changes were suggested and it was decided to not have a vote at this time, but to have this 
Policy re typed with the discussed changes and voted on with the included corrections. 
 
Biology 163 as a Requirement for Engineering Students
 
Information regarding this was included in the meeting packet. Dick Robertson brought up the 
suggestion, made several years ago, that Biology 163 should become an Engineering College 
requirement.  Many Engineering students take Biology 162 and Biology 163 is an honors version 
of that course. It is a 5 credit hour course that comes with a lab. In the past it was suggested that 
this course replace Chemistry, but that doesn’t seem to be practical.   
Daniel Klionsky (an LS&A professor in the Biological/Chemistry department) is behind this 
effort.  Dick will be meeting with Daniel regarding this next week. There wasn’t a vote at today’s, 
meeting, just the initial discussion. Dick asked the Committee to think about how this could fit 
into the College of Engineering curriculum.   
 
Physics 135 and 235 as Alternatives for Physics 140 and 240
 
Information regarding this was included in the meeting packet.   
Dick Robertson noted a concern expressed by Greg Hulbert, who wasn’t able to attend this 
meeting, that students who took Physics 135 aren’t at the same speed as the students who took 
Physics 140.  Alan Hunt thought that the Committee could use more information on this issue. 
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Dick said he will get some of the exams to show to key people in Mechanical Engineering and 
Electrical Engineering.  This issue will be revisited. 
 
Course Approval Forms
 
AERO 549 New Course 
CEE 428(X-Listed with ENSCEN 428) Modification – Changed Description; Changed 
                    prerequisites from: Jr. Standing to: CEE 260 and CEE 325 or equivalent 
CEE 508 New Course 
ENGR 599 New Course  
 IOE 548 Modification – Changed Description; Changed Prerequisites from: Graduate 
  Standing. Co-req OM 548 and Permission of Instructor to: Graduate Standing.  
  Co-reg with OMS 548, Permission of TMI 
IOE 802 Modification – Changed Title from: Research Presentation to: Written and Oral 
  Academic Presentations; Changed Prerequisites from: IOE 800; concurrent with 
  IOE 801 to: IOE 800 and IOE 801; Changed credit hours from: 1 to: 2. 
MSE 532 Modification – Changed Prerequisites from: MSE 430 or equivalent to: MSE 330  

or equivalent 
MSE 535 Modification – Changed Prerequisites from: MSE 430 or equivalent to: MSE 330 

 or equivalent 
MSE 559(X-Listed with ChemE 559 and MacroE 559       New Course 
 
Richard Robertson called for a motion to approve the following courses.  This was moved and 
seconded. 
 
 
 Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn was made and seconded 
Motion carried (approved) 
 
Next Meeting November 7, 2006  
GM Room – Fourth Floor LEC  
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 

 CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES 

October 24, 2006 
 

Creating a New Course
The proposal for a new course should contain justification for the establishment of and an 
assessment of the course’s likelihood of success. 
 

1.  It is encouraged that the proposed new course be first prototyped before complete 
documentation is submitted to the CoE Curriculum Committee for their action. 

       
2. Documentation for submission of a new course will consist of: 

a. completed (CAF) Course Approval Form (including supporting statements 
and appropriate signatures) 

b. course outline, with details to show weekly subject matter 
c. required/recommended texts/course packs, grading and exam details. 

 
3. Documentation that needs to accompany undergraduate CAF for required courses and 

technical electives at the 400 level or below:  
a. ABET documentation, Step II ; Outcomes and Assessments; Program  

Mapping 
  b.  Sample Schedule as it is to appear in the Bulletin, if this is altered by the  

            proposed course.   
 
Existing Course
The level of documentation needed for modifying an existing course is as follows: 
 

1. For modifications to undergraduate courses in the area of program requirements or 
technical electives, refer to (3) under “Creating a New Course”. 
 

2. All other modifications to an undergraduate course, only a CAF with supporting 
statements is needed. 

 
3. Modifications to a graduate course, only a CAF with supporting statements is needed. 

 
Cross Listing of a Course
The explanation of how the cross listing will meet the following four items, listed in order of 
importance, should be put on the CAF under “Supporting Statement.” 
 

1.   The course  will be taught by faculty in all cross listed departments 
2.   There will be cognizant faculty for the course in all cross listed departments 
3.   All cross listed departments actively review and assess curriculum, along with the        

cross listed courses consistent with departmental practices 
4.  Course content is relevant to all departments cross listed 
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Establishment of a Division (Subject)
(Based on Dennis Assanis, Automotive Engineering Program, “Rationale and Proposed 
Guidelines for Creating a Division in InterPro,” November 29, 2000.) 
 
The following guidelines are proposed when demonstrating a need for the creation of an  
academic Division: 
 

1. “Successful incubation of the interdisciplinary academic Program under one of the 
existing Divisions that would serve as the academic home for an interim period of at 
least three years.” 

 
2. “Successful development of a number of Program-specific courses that would not 

have been created if the proposed Division did not exist.  Offering of such courses for 
at least two times under experimental numbers in one of the existing Divisions with 
satisfactory enrollment.” 

 
3. (Successful) “achievement of appropriate metrics consistent with program goals and 

expectations, such as reaching a steady-state enrollment of x full-time and y part-time 
students, graduation of z students, etc.” 
 

4. Establishment of a curriculum committee for that division.  The form and organization 
of the committee should be consistent with the norm of the other divisions in the CoE. 

 
5. “Demonstrated identity of the Program, as evidenced by external recognition of  

Program need and objectives.” 
 

6. “Careful assessment of the pros and cons of the creation of a prospective Division by 
The Program’s faculty council or the Program’s Curriculum Committee and approval 
Of the proposal by at least 2/3 of the faculty council members.” 

 
7. “Approval of the proposal to create a Division by the Coe Curriculum Committee.”   

(The CoE Curriculum Committee will evaluate the curricular aspects of the proposal.) 
 
 8.   “Approval of the proposal by the CoE Faculty Assembly.” 
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